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cc extreme difficulty of the adjustments between the
two vast fields of Imperial and local taxation/' an
honest attempt to be just to both the tax-payer and
the rate-payer, was not one with any promise of
finality, nor was it free from disadvantages which
became more apparent as years passed. Mr. Goschen
no doubt intended that the several duties allocated
to local taxation should be finally sundered from
Imperial finance, and be regarded as local taxes. But
they were still levied, and only alterable, by Parlia-
ment ; and, as a matter of fact, it was found impossible
to disentangle them from Imperial finance. It was
difficult to deduce from Mr. Goschen's scheme any
clear indication of the principles by which the future
relations between the central and local authorities
were to be governed. There appeared to be a tendency
to enable the local authorities to finance themselves
by means of fresh sources of taxation, to be placed
exclusively at their disposal. As a matter of fact,
owing to larger grants from outside sources being
placed at their disposal, a relatively larger amount of
funds spent on local purposes was withdrawn from
local control, and local responsibility so far weakened ;
while, on the other hand, Parliamentary control was
weakened by the definite surrender of these funds.
Ingenious as it appeared, the new scheme was based on
a fallacy in so far as it was imagined that the ear-
marking of particular taxes or portions of taxes,
supposed to be contributed by a certain class of
property or owners of property, and paying them to
other accounts on their way to the Exchequer in-
stead of drawing a certain number of millions from
the Exchequer for the relief of the rate-payer, made